Beachhandball Tournament Knokke-Heist 6-7 August 2005
Rules and regulations

1. All players play barefoot. The wearing of socks and sport bandages is permitted. Sport shoes and other types of footwear are not permitted.

2. Each team has the responsibility to referee a couple of games, indicated on your tournament schedule.

3. The game consists of two halves, which are scored separately. Each half lasts 10 minutes and begins with a referee-throw. There is no half-time break and no time-out (not according to the IHF rules). The teams change ends, but they do not change substitution areas and start the second half immediately. If the score is even at the end of a half, the 'Golden Goal' method is used, i.e. the next goal decides who wins. The play restarts with a referee-throw.  The winner of each half is awarded one point. If the score is even at the end of the game, ‘One against the goalkeeper’ is played. If the score is even at the end of the “one against the goalkeeper” contest, then this contest is extended according to the “sudden death” principle. The winner of the “one against the goalkeeper” contest is awarded one point. The score becomes 2-1, else 2-0 for the winning team.
4. The “one against the goalkeeper” contest must be played after each game, even when the score is not even, and this for qualification purposes within the groups (see rule 16).
5. The “one against the goalkeeper” contest. Each team nominates five players who take throws alternatively with the opposing team. Both goalkeepers start off standing on their goal line. At the beginning of his/her action each of the nominated court players has to stand with one foot on the right or left point where the goal area line and the side line cross. When the referee blows the whistle he/she plays the ball back to his/her goalkeeper on the goal line. During this pass the ball is not allowed to touch the ground. Once the ball has left player's hand both goalkeepers may move forward.
The goalkeeper with the ball must remain in the goal area. Within 3 seconds he/she must either take a shot at the opposing goal or pass the ball to his/her team mate, who is running towards the goal of the opponents, without the ball touching the ground. The latter must receive the ball and try to score a regular goal. 

6. Each team has its own substitution area at the opposing sides of the court. The substitution area for the court players goes all along the side of the court with the exception of both goal areas. The goalkeepers must leave the court over the side line of the substitution area or over the side line of their own team‘s goal area from the side of their own team’s substitution area. The goalkeepers must enter the court over the side line of their own team‘s goal area from the side of their own team’s substitution area. In the event of a faulty substitution, which causes the game to be interrupted, play shall continue with a free-throw for the opposing team. Otherwise it should resume with the appropriate throw in accordance with the situation. The offending player is to be suspended until his/her own team gets possession of the ball.

7. There has to be a clear distinction between the goalkeeper and the court players of both teams by means of different T-shirts. When the goalkeeper is not in the possession of the ball, he is allowed to leave the goal area and play in the playing area along as court player.

8. The ball may always be played (even dived at in order to play the ball) when it is at rest or rolling, even in the goal area. However, the court players are not allowed to enter the goal area to do so.

9. Regarding suspensions, the regular IHF Handball rules apply.

10. The suspended player can be replaced or enter the playing area as soon as their own team regain possession of the ball. If a suspension and a 6-metre throw are proclaimed at the same instant and the 6-metre throw did not result in a goal, then the suspended player is not allowed to be replaced or to enter the playing area until there has been another turnover of the ball.

11. The tipping over of an opponent whilst “in flight” will result in an immediate exclusion, effective for the remainder of the game. The excluded player can be replaced as soon as their own team regain possession of the ball.

12. Everybody who takes part in this tournament is considered to promote beachhandball as a fair, a fun and a spectacular sport by means of their own behaviour and sportsmanship. As a result of this, the tournament management can expelled a single player or a whole team from the tournament based upon seriously unsportsmanlike conduct or because of a physical assault performed by that player or by members of that team. 

13. It is permitted to, while standing or running, a) bounce the ball once and catch it again with one or both hands;b) bounce the ball repeatedly with one hand (dribble), or roll 
the ball on the ground repeatedly with one hand, and then catch it or pick it up 
again with one or both hands. As soon as the ball thereafter is held in one or both hands, it must be played within 3 seconds or after no more than 3 steps. 

14. After every goal that is scored the game is restarted with a goalkeeper-throw from his/her own goal area.

15. For the awarding of points to the goals scored apply the following rules :

a. One point for every goal scored by court players
b. A second point is awarded for :

i. Every goal scored by a goalkeeper inside or outside of his/her own goal area

ii. Every goal scored by a goalkeeper from his/her own goal area during the “one against the goalkeeper” contest

iii. Every goal scored from a 6-metre throw

iv. Spectacular goals :

1. a goal scored by a player whilst “in flight”

2. a goal scored by a court player after completing a “pirouette”

3. a goal scored by a player whose shot went between his/her own legs or from behind his/her own back

16. Men and women teams are divided into 8 groups of 3, 4 or 5 teams each. The first 2 of the group are selected for the A-final rounds to get the numbers 1-16 of the tournament, the other teams play the B-final rounds to get numbers 17-36. The classification within the groups complies with the following rules :

a. The number of points gained by winning games
b. In case of a tie between two or more teams (Rules in descending order!) :

i. The result of the game(s) those teams played against each other

ii. The number of games won

iii. The number of “one against the goalkeeper” contests won

iv. The difference in the result of the game played by each of the tied teams against leader of the group

v. If still tied, a draw will take place

17. For the A and B-finals, teams are again divided in 4 groups of 3, 4 or 5 teams. The 4 teams qualifying first (second, third or fourth) in their group, play semi-finals and finals for the places 1-4 (5-8, 9-12, 13-16, 17-20, 21-24, 25-28, 29-32, 33-38). The classification within the groups complies with the following rules :

a. The number of points gained by winning games

b. In case of a tie between two or more teams (Rules in descending order!) :

i. The result of the game(s) those teams played against each other

ii. The number of games won

iii. The number of “one against the goalkeeper” contests won

iv. The difference in the result of the game played by each of the tied teams against leader of the group

v. If still tied, a draw will take place

18. If, at any time during the tournament, a discussion would arise about items not mentioned in this set of rules, the tournament jury will be called upon to cast a decision.

19. The members of the tournament jury are Bart Soons, Diederik De Buck, Geert Debusschere and Wouter De Groote.

20. The players and teams participating in this tournament accept, by entering this tournament, the rules and regulations mentioned above.

21. By entering this tournament, the players and teams participating in this tournament waive and release any and all rights for claim for damages against the tournament management, the tournament jury, the tournament organizers for any and all injuries that they may incur during the above mentioned Beach handball tournament.

